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Chrome's next update could be a game-changer for PDFs



News
By Cat Ellis
 last updated 4 June 2020 




A simple but extremely handy feature
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Chrome's next update could effectively turn it into a simple PDF editor, allowing you to complete forms in your browser and then download the edited file, complete with the data you've entered.

As Laptop Mag explains, although the current version of Chrome allows you to enter data in PDF forms print the completed document, saving it will erase all the data you'd entered, leaving with you with a blank form again.
	We've rounded up the best browsers of 2020
	Working with PDFs? Check our our list of the best free PDF readers
	You can also try a free PDF to Word converter


You can get around the problem by selecting Print and using a virtual printer driver to export the file as a PDF again, but it's a hassle we'd rather avoid.




Alternatively, you could use a free PDF editor to complete the form, but this seems like it should be unnecessary if you're working with a document stored in Google Drive, and the browser itself allows you to make edits.



Don't lose your data
The problem has caused some Chrome users a lot of trouble, as described in posts on the Chrome support forums, but now it looks like a solution might be on the way very soon.

Chrome Story has discovered a code change request that suggests the browser will soon have an interface specifically for saving edited PDFs, meaning your legal documents and other important forms are preserved intact.
It might seem like a pretty small change, but for anyone who has ever spent hours entering data into a PDF, only to lose it with a click, it will be more than welcome. 
We'll keep you updated if and when it's implemented, but for the time being you'll need to use a third-party program to complete your forms or make sure you use Chrome's 'Print' dialog to export them.
	Take a look at our guide to the best free office software
	Stay safer online with a Chrome VPN
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Cat is the editor of TechRadar's sister site Advnture. She’s a UK Athletics qualified run leader, and in her spare time enjoys nothing more than lacing up her shoes and hitting the roads and trails (the muddier, the better)




More about creative software


ACDSee Photo Studio Ultimate 2024 review: an Adobe alternative, but it's not for pros



Corel PaintShop Pro 2023 review: low-cost Photoshop alternative
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Quordle today – hints and answers for Wednesday, March 6 (game #772)
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New critical JetBrains security flaw could let hackers hijack entire serversBy Sead FadilpašićMarch 05, 2024

Microsoft’s Copilot AI can now read your files directly, but it's not the privacy nightmare it sounds likeBy Christian GuytonMarch 05, 2024

Oura Ring users can now sync with Strava to upload sleep and readiness scoresBy Matt EvansMarch 05, 2024

The Samsung S90C OLED is our best-rated TV, and it just crashed to a record-low priceBy Mackenzie FrazierMarch 05, 2024

Respawn's next game may not be Titanfall 3, but it is reportedly set in the Titanfall universeBy Demi WilliamsMarch 05, 2024

BlackCat ransomware gang shuts down servers after multi-million dollar UnitedHealth payout — but is this really the end?By Sead FadilpašićMarch 05, 2024

Facebook, Instagram and Facebook Messenger all got hit by a big outage – but they're back up again By Roland Moore-ColyerMarch 05, 2024

North Korean hacking group attacks ScreenConnect flaws to drop dangerous new malwareBy Sead FadilpašićMarch 05, 2024

The critical role of DNS in cybersecurity and digital thrivingBy Carlos MoralesMarch 05, 2024

CIOs: it is time to free your enterprise from vendor shacklesBy Iain SaundersonMarch 05, 2024

Most codebases contain a huge amount of open source vulnerabilitiesBy Sead FadilpašićMarch 05, 2024
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1
World’s largest laptop vendor wants you to buy fewer notebooks by allowing users to change batteries and other parts — but a tiny tweak could be a deal breaker



	2
Researcher discovers novel way to double computer speeds for free — but there is an obvious catch and it may only work with Nvidia GPU and Arm CPU for now



	3
Forget about Nvidia, here's another tech firm that's absolutely loving the AI fest — Supermicro builds AI servers and saw its value rise by 8x in 12 months



	4
Forget photo manipulation and art – generative AI’s real potential is helping us with things we don’t know and can’t see 



	5
If the Galaxy Z Fold 6 Ultra is real it could finally change my mind about foldable phones




	


1
Why Sony’s X95L TV reveals a brand boldly determined to swim against the tide



	2
Nvidia CEO predicts the death of coding — Jensen Huang says AI will do the work, so kids don't need to learn



	3
AI is going to change your phone – and your face. Here's how



	4
Microsoft has invested heavily in French AI startup Mistral AI



	5
AI startup Literal Labs wants to make GPU training obsolete with its Tseltin machine, and has hired two industry veterans to help
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