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Nitro PDF Pro is a good PDF editing software package that allows you to make changes to documents, annotate them, and perform numerous alterations on them. It also comes with a good OCR, conversion tools. And it’s delightfully easy to use.
 TODAY'S BEST DEALS
Check Amazon








Pros

	+Multi-platform

	+Easy to use and understand

	+Good selection of tools

	+Clever implementation of the various convert tools




Cons

	-May not offer value to casual users

	-Text editing alters the line spacing



 

Why you can trust TechRadar 
    

 We spend hours testing every product or service we review, so you can be sure you’re buying the best. Find out more about how we test.
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Nitro PDF Pro - now there’s a name that packs a powerful punch. The PDF editor is positioned as an essential tool for small businesses and individuals, and includes a mass of must-have features, like PDF conversions, eSignatures, OCR. Ideal, then, for improving workflow efficiencies and productivity within a single tool.

Available for Windows and Mac, there’s also a version of the PDF editor app for iPad, iPhone and iPod Touch. 
Nitro PDF Pro 13: Pricing



Nitro PDF Pro offers a one-off purchase - no subscription in sight (Image credit: Nitro)	One-time purchase with volume licensing available



Nitro PDF Pro is multi-platform software aimed at small businesses and individuals . If you’re not a fan of subscription services (you know you’re in trouble when car manufacturers are starting to get in on the act), and that’s driving you to find the best Adobe Acrobat alternatives, you’ll appreciate this PDF editor app right away: when you purchase a license, it’s a one-off fee.




The downside is, it’s not cheap, and you have to pay for every device you want to use this software on. Whether you need a PDF editor for Mac or Windows, the price per licence is the same: $180.
Peculiarly, bulk discounts vary depending on your platform: with Windows, you can buy three and get one free, or eight and get two free. On the Mac, you get 20% off when buying five licenses, and 24% off for ten.

Why that is, is anyone’s guess. But an alternative to Creative Cloud and other subscription plans is always welcome.  
	Pricing: 4/5 

Nitro PDF Pro 13: Interface & experience



Nitro PDF Pro’s interface is clean and simple, only taking up space on the edges, letting you focus on your document (Image credit: Nitro)	Clean and doesn’t get in the way 

Launch the software, open up an existing PDF, and Nitro PDF Pro’s interface is revealed to you. 
The layout is quite clear and simple: all the tools you need are at the top, in a row of large icons showcasing the main tools, with a toolbar underneath, displaying additional ones (which are grayed out if the selected main tool doesn’t support that feature).
There’s a sidebar on the left hand side, which displays by default thumbnails of all your PDFs’ pages, but you can change that to show other useful information, such as your annotations, or any included attachments, among others.
	Interface & experience: 4/5 

Nitro PDF Pro 13: Tools



You have a wide array of annotating tools, making sure you can tell your team exactly what you mean with all those highlights and squiggles (Image credit: Nitro)	Pretty much everything you need to annotate and alter a PDF 

The purpose of Nitro PDF Pro is to allow you to make alterations to PDF documents, and it comes with all the tools you might expect. 
Take online collaboration, for instance. You have at your disposal many ways to leave notes on pages. There’s a highlight tool which allows you to mark text in a variety of colors. You’ll find four default shades, with the ability to create three custom ones should you so wish. You’re also able to underline, strikethrough, or add a squiggle under any part of the PDF you’re working on.
All of this is most useful, but it can be hard to convey exactly what changes you want to see with a bit of a highlighter and some lines over the text. That’s where the Annotate tools come in.
Here, various text boxes reside, from just a plain box, to a comment, a thought bubble, a note (think of it as a collapsible post-it note), and a few others. More than enough for you to populate a PDF with as many comments as you need in order to convey what you need changed to other team members. 



You can edit the actual content of an existing PDF, even resizing text boxes, and moving them to another location (Image credit: Nitro)Editing the content of an existing PDF is also possible, of course, using the ‘Correct Text’ tool. Select a word, a sentence, or multiple paragraphs, and that tool will transform your selection into a changeable text box.
We did encounter an issue with the PDFs we experimented with: turning a section into editable text affected the line spacing, often making the paragraph overlap the following one. We tried with multiple PDFs. We encountered the same problem with each of them.
Although there are many tools available to modify text, like changing its color, italicizing it, changing its alignment, etc, we couldn’t find one that altered the line spacing. There are other competing software that do a better job at preserving the look of a document, like EaseUS PDF Editor.
	Tools: 4/5 

Nitro PDF Pro 13: PDF creation



Converting a PDF to another format is as easy as going to File > Export (Image credit: Nitro)	Start from scratch and convert into other formats 

Altering PDFs is one thing, but like so many others, Nitro PDF Pro lets you create documents from scratch, using all the tools mentioned above, and more besides. This even includes form building, something Adobe Acrobat can struggle to present. This is a useful addition as it allows you to stay within a single app when working on all things PDF.
But people don’t always work within one PDF editor app, and that’s where Nitro’s format conversion comes into its own. 
Like similar PDF editing software - think Foxit PDF Editor or Readdle PDF Expert - Nitro PDF Pro can convert PDFs into other formats, and vice versa.
However, it doesn’t do this via a dedicated ‘Convert’ command. Instead, the process is a lot more intuitive: need to convert Word to PDF? Go to File > Open, locate it, and Nitro will convert it automatically for you as it opens up in the software. 



We found Nitro PDF Pro’s OCR capabilities to be very good (Image credit: Nitro)Nitro PDF Pro is compatible with a wide variety of file formats, including images. When it encounters a file with no selectable text within it, it will offer to initiate the OCR (Optical Character Recognition) process. Select the language the document is in, and Nitro will get to work. We found the results very acceptable, and of course, they are editable.
Should you need to convert a PDF into a different format, just go to File > Export. You have a few options at your disposal, such as Microsoft Office files - Nitro is a easily one of the best PDF to Excel converters and PDF to PowerPoint converters on the market. There’s also RTF, TXT, a handful of image formats, and PDF/A - which is used for archival purposes.
This is not all you can do with Nitro PDF Pro of course: there are other features, which include being able to merge PDFs together from emails to text files to spreadsheets, condensing them into a single, searchable PDF), digitally eSign documents, and create tables of content.
	PDF creation: 4/5 

Nitro PDF Pro: Scorecard
Swipe to scroll horizontally
	Row 0 - Cell 0 	Row 0 - Cell 1 	Row 0 - Cell 2 
	Pricing	No subscriptions - just a one-off perpetual license	4/5
	Interface & experience	Clean, modern, and simple to use	4/5
	Tools	Has just about everything you need to edit and annotate documents	4/5
	PDF creation	Excellent creation and conversion tools	4/5



Should I buy?



(Image credit: Nitro)Buy it if...
You need a feature-rich PDF editor

Nitro PDF Pro offers you many tools you would need to edit, annotate or even create a PDF document from scratch. You can bring in documents straight from your scanner, and its OCR capabilities are excellent. If you or your business often need to alter and annotate PDF documents, it might be worth downloading the free trial version and check it out. 
Don't buy it if...
You're a casual user or your needs are simple

If your needs are simpler, and you only want to browse through a PDF, then Nitro PDF Pro risks being overkill. It might also not be ideal with you like to edit the content of a PDF without altering its formatting, especially the line spacing. 
Alternatives

Adobe Acrobat DC

The original remains, in our opinion, the top choice for best PDF editor out there. It's rich with features and tools for editing, converting, and organizing all your PDF documents. The workflow and user experience is sublime once you get past the initially overwhelming interface. In our review, we couldn't help but not that "sometimes, the best solution on the market has its reputation for a reason."


View Deal






Foxit PDF Editor 

"Manipulate PDFs in style with a great multi-platform PDF editor" was how we kicked off our review of Foxit's excellent PDF editor. It's packed full of powerful tools, including an outstanding data redaction tool. Ultimately, we found it to be "a great app for businesses who need to manipulate, edit, redact and otherwise alter PDFs on a regular basis."


View Deal






EaseUS PDF Editor

EaseUS PDF Editor offers much of what Nitro does, although you have the choice of a perpetual license or taking out a subscription. When we tested the product, we found "a powerful, PC-only PDF editing software tool that allows you to manipulate and alter documents with relative ease. It also comes with more standard features, such as a converter, and has good OCR capabilities."


View Deal





Nitro PDF Pro: Price Comparison


No price information


Check Amazon
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Steve has been writing about technology since 2003. Starting with Digital Creative Arts, he's since added his tech expertise at titles such as iCreate, MacFormat, MacWorld, MacLife, and TechRadar. His focus is on the creative arts, like website builders, image manipulation, and filmmaking software, but he hasn’t shied away from more business-oriented software either. He uses many of the apps he writes about in his personal and professional life. Steve loves how computers have enabled everyone to delve into creative possibilities, and is always delighted to share his knowledge, expertise, and experience with readers.






Latest


Got a first-gen Pixel Watch? It just got a new upgrade to improve your workouts



Dragon’s Dogma 2 preview - getting lost is the best part



CMF by Nothing’s new headphones are even more affordable than its first pair


See more latest ►










Most Popular

Asus ROG G22CH review: the Intel NUC Extreme lives on, at least in spiritBy Ural GarrettMarch 01, 2024

Sennheiser Momentum True Wireless 4 review: sound reigns supreme for these excellent wireless earbudsBy James DavidsonFebruary 29, 2024

Artillary3D Sidewinder X4 Plus reviewBy Alastair JenningsFebruary 29, 2024

Formlabs Form 3+ reviewBy Alastair JenningsFebruary 29, 2024

MinisForum Neptune HX100G reviewBy Alastair JenningsFebruary 29, 2024

1More Fit Open Earbuds S50 review: A promising earbud let down by fitBy Becca CaddyFebruary 29, 2024

Canon RF 100mm F2.8L Macro IS USM review - hidden depthsBy Rod LawtonFebruary 29, 2024

AMD Radeon RX 7900 GRE: AMD's China-only card goes global—and upends the midrange marketBy John LoefflerFebruary 28, 2024

Shark Detect Pro Cordless Auto-Empty System review: untethered performanceBy James HollandFebruary 28, 2024

Nutribullet Pro 900 blender review: compact and convenientBy Emily PeckFebruary 28, 2024

Manfrotto Befree Advanced Carbon Fiber Travel Tripod reviewBy James AbbottFebruary 28, 2024
















































TechRadar is part of Future US Inc, an international media group and leading digital publisher. Visit our corporate site.


	About Us
	Contact Future's experts
	Contact Us
	Terms and conditions
	Privacy policy
	Cookies policy
	Advertise with us
	Web notifications
	Accessibility Statement
	Careers



©
Future US, Inc. Full 7th Floor, 130 West 42nd Street,
New York,
NY 10036. 




 















